
In medieval England, the  was central to the social structure, and women

played a crucial role in managing these household . They were responsible for

cooking, cleaning, and raising the children. Women often tended to the , where

they grew herbs and vegetables essential for their family's sustenance. This was not just a matter of

, but a vital part of the household's economy.

Moreover, women were in charge of  necessary household items like clothes

and candles. They also managed the poultry and dairy , which were important

food sources. These tasks required not only labor but also considerable  and

ski". During harvest time, women worked alongside men in the $elds, helping to gather crops and ensure

the ’s survival during the winter months.

Despite their critical contributions, women’s work was often undervalued in the historical

 of the time. Their roles were seen as extensions of their duties as

 and mothers, not as essential economic contributions. However, in some

cases, women could own  and participate in trade, particularly if they were

widowed.

In the towns, women might engage in various trades such as , baking, or

running a market sta". These activities provided them with a degree of economic

 and social interaction outside the home. This was especia"y important in

larger towns and cities, where economic  were more varied than in rural areas.

Women's education was typica"y focused on domestic , but some learned to

read and write. Religious education was also considered important, and many 

were deeply religious, participating actively in the life of the . Through a"

these roles, medieval women contributed signi$cantly to the fabric of ,

shaping the medieval household and, by extension, broader social structures.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


