
In medieval England, guilds played a crucial role in the economic and social
 of towns and cities. They were associations of artisans and merchants who

contro�ed the practice of their craft in a particular area. Traditiona�y, 

were male-dominated, but women also had signi�cant roles. Women often engaged in trades related
to textiles, such as weaving and . In some cases, they even inherited their

husband's workshops and continued running the business.
However, the participation of  in guilds varied greatly across di$erent

regions and trades. In larger cities, where economic  were diverse, women

could sometimes join guilds as fu� members. This a�owed them to receive the same bene�ts as male
, including protection and mutual support. Women in these roles were

responsible for  the quality of goods, training apprentices, and

participating in trade. Some  even had guilds composed entirely of women,

especia�y in the textile industry.
The in(uence of  guilds often re(ected the economic importance of the

industry. These guilds were not just about labor and ; they also played a

part in social networks, providing support during times of i�ness or economic hardship. They
organized  and participated in local festivals, which helped solidify

community bonds.
Despite these opportunities, women faced  in their guild involvement. They

were often paid less than men for the same work and had less  in guild

decision-making. The rights of women to participate in guilds could also change due to shifts in
local  or changes in leadership attitudes.

Women who were successful in guilds typica�y passed their ski�s and businesses to their
, ensuring a legacy of female craftmanship. Over time, the role of women

in guilds became more recognized, helping to pave the way for future  of

female artisans.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


