
In the 16th and 17th centuries,  was a widely believed phenomenon in

England. People thought that witches had  powers, which they used to

harm others or in�uence events. These beliefs led to the infamous .

During these trials, many people, mostly women, were accused of being 

and faced severe punishment. The fear of witches was so intense that it often led to mass

. Communities believed that witches could bring about disease, bad

weather, and other .

The English government and church played signi#cant roles in the witch trials. Laws against

 were established, and those accused were often tortured to confess. The

most famous witch trials in England took place in  and Essex. In these

trials, spectral evidence, or testimony based on  and visions, was often

used to convict the accused. Many of those who were accused were poor or socia(y marginalized

individuals.

Matthew Hopkins, known as the Witch#nder , was one of the most

notorious #gures during this period. He claimed to have a special  to

identify witches and was responsible for the  of many innocent people.

The fear and panic surrounding witchcraft also led to  accusing each

other, often over petty disputes. This created an atmosphere of  and fear

in many communities.

Eventua(y, skepticism about the existence of witches and the fairness of the

 began to grow. In�uential #gures and scientists started to question the

validity of witchcraft . By the late 17th century, the witch trials in

England began to decline, leading to the end of this dark  in history. The

legacy of these trials remains a sobering reminder of the dangers of mass hysteria and the

importance of  thinking.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


