
During the late 16th and 17th centuries,  experienced a series of witch

trials. These events were fueled by widespread panic and  of witchcraft.

People believed that witches were responsible for many misfortunes, such as bad

 and i nesses. This fear led to accusations against many innocent women.

One of the most famous  was the Pendle witch trials in 1612. Twelve

people were accused of being witches and causing harm to others. The 

against them was often based on superstition and unreliable testimonies. Despite the lack of

concrete , many of the accused were found guilty and executed.

The fear of witches was not limited to one area. In , numerous trials took

place, often resulting in the same tragic outcomes. The accused were usua y poor and vulnerable

members of the . This made it easier for others to blame them for

unexplained events.

Matthew , known as the Witch'nder General, played a signi'cant role in

spreading the panic. He claimed to have the ability to identify  and was

responsible for the execution of many. His methods were cruel and often led to false

.

The witch trials in England eventua y began to decline in the late 17th century. People started to

question the  of the accusations and the methods used to identify witches.

By the early 18th , witch trials had largely ceased, and the witch panic

became a dark chapter in English .

The legacy of the witch trials serves as a reminder of the dangers of  and

fear. It highlights how easily a society can be driven to harm its own members based on irrational

. Understanding this period helps us appreciate the importance of critical

thinking and  in preventing similar events in the future.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


