
In the late 10th century,  the Great became one of the most in�uential

rulers in the history of . Before his reign, the region was a patchwork of

pagan tribes. Vladimir, after a series of military , uni ed these tribes

under his leadership. One of his most signi cant decisions was to convert to
 in 988. This choice led to the Christianization of his entire

, marking a pivotal moment in Russian history. The adoption of

Christianity opened  to the in�uences of Byzantine culture and Eastern

Orthodoxy, which shaped its spiritual and cultural  for centuries.

Vladimir also established social and legal  that strengthened the state.

He introduced the  rst law code in Kievan Rus, improving the  system.

Additiona.y, he promoted education and the creation of , which became

centers of learning and literacy. His e/orts in building churches were not just for religious
 but also to beautify cities like Kiev, which he made his capital. The most

famous of these churches is the Saint Basil’s , a symbol of Russian

architectural achievement, although it was actua.y built later in his .

Moreover, Vladimir’s reign is remembered for its military achievements and the expansion of
Kievan Rus' . He managed to conquer neighboring lands, extending the

in�uence and control of Kievan Rus across Eastern . These conquests not

only increased the state's wealth through tribute but also secured its borders against nomadic
.

Vladimir the Great’s legacy is a complex blend of warrior king and devout
. His decision to adopt Christianity was a turning point that forever

altered the course of Russian , laying the foundations for the Russian

Orthodox Church and in�uencing the cultural and religious  of Russia and

Eastern Europe for generations.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


