
In the late 8th century,  began to raid the coasts of Ireland, marking the

start of a new era. These Norsemen, origina�y from , sought wealth, slaves,

and new territories. Their longships, capable of navigating both deep  and

sha�ow rivers, a�owed them to launch sudden attacks. The �rst recorded raid occurred in

, targeting a monastery on Rathlin Island. Over time, these raids increased in

frequency and , deeply impacting Irish society.

The monasteries were often the targets because they housed valuable  and

were usua�y undefended. The Vikings also established permanent , the most

famous being Dublin, which became a thriving trade . Despite their reputation

as �erce warriors, the Vikings in  also engaged in trade with the local

population, exchanging goods like silver, textiles, and .

The in&uence of the Vikings on Ireland was not solely destructive. They introduced new

, such as better shipbuilding techniques, and the concept of urban centers or

 in Ireland. The mixing of Norse and Gaelic cultures led to signi�cant changes

in the Irish language, customs, and even .

However, the relationship between the Vikings and the Irish was complex, involving not just raiding and

, but also a�iances and intermarriages. Over time, many Vikings settled

permanently in Ireland, adopting  and becoming integrated into Gaelic

society.

By the mid-10th century, the power of the Viking  in Ireland began to wane,

partly due to the rise of powerful Irish kingdoms that resisted their in&uence. The Battle of Clontarf

in , where the forces of Irish High King Brian Boru defeated a Viking-led

coalition, is often seen as a turning point. After this, the Viking  in Ireland

changed from that of conquerors to that of settlers contributing to the rich tapestry of Irish

.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


