
The Varangians, also known as , played a crucial role in shaping early

Russian history. These Norsemen traveled from Scandinavia down the  of

Eastern Europe, engaging in trade, raiding, and even ruling. They founded some of the �rst
 in Russia, including Novgorod and Kiev, which would later become

important cultural and political . The Varangians were not just warriors;

they were also ski$ed , navigating the vast river networks to trade goods

far and wide.
According to legend, the Slavic tribes of the region invited a Varangian prince named

 to rule over them in 862, establishing a dynasty that would last for

centuries. This event marked the beginning of a new , intertwining the fate

of the Norsemen with the Slavic people. Rurik's descendants, particularly Prince
, would go on to consolidate power, expand their territory, and establish

the Kievan Rus' as a dominant force in Eastern .

The Varangians also served as elite guardsmen for the Byzantine Emperors, known as the
. This prestigious unit was composed of the �ercest warriors,

demonstrating the reputation and martial  of the Varangians beyond their

own lands. Their involvement in Byzantine a.airs further cemented their in/uence in the
.

The integration of Varangian culture and genetics into the Slavic populations led to signi�cant cultural
and societal changes. They introduced advanced  techniques, which

improved trade and military expeditions. The adoption of Christianity by the Kievan Rus' under Prince
 in 988 was another milestone, in/uenced in part by the Varangians'

contacts with Christian nations.
Over time, the distinct identity of the Varangians began to  with that of

the Slavic peoples they ruled, forming a unique cultural and genetic blend. This fusion is evident in the
archaeological , language, and traditions of Russia and its neighboring

countries. The legacy of the Varangians is a testament to their signi�cant 

on the formation of early Russian statehood and identity.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


