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Vanitas in Dulch At

1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
Use all gap words!

Vanitas paintings were a unique genre of still-life art that emerged in the

during the 13th century. These artworks featured various

symbolic objects designed to remind viewers of the of life, the
futility of pleasure, and the certainty of . Common elements
included skulls, which represented , dlongside items of wealth
and Luxury such as jewelry and , highlighting the fleeting nature

of earthly possessions. Other typical symbols were flowers, which wilt and die, and clocks

or hourglasses, signifying the passing of . Fruit, often depicted

in a state of decay, and soap bubbles, symbolizing the fragility and brevity of

, were also frequently included. Books and musical instruments

in these paintings suggested the of worldly knowledge and

pleasures. The artists used these elements not only o showcase their skill in rendering

textures and surfaces but also to convey a moral message. This

was particularly popular among the merchant class in the Netherlands, who, despite their
wealth, were reminded of the spiritual and moral dimensions of Life. Vanitas paintings

serve as a reflection on the and purpose of existence, urging

viewers fo consider the worth of their pursuits and the inevitability of

. The detailed and often Lavish depiction of these objects

contrasted with the somber themes, creating a poignant commentary on human

and the ultimate fate that awaits us all.
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Reference: https://materials.school/educational-activities/task-collection/art-and-culture/vanitas-dutch-art (created with ChatGPT)
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