
During the 17th century, the  period was a time of signi�cant

change and con�ict in England. At the heart of the cultural development of this era was
 Van Dyck, a painter from the Southern Netherlands who became

the leading court painter in England. He was particularly known for his portraits of King
 I and the members of the royal family. Van Dyck's style was

characterized by its elegance and the way he could capture the  and

grace of his subjects. This made him highly favored by the , who

sought to be immortalized by his brush.
Van Dyck's impact on English portraiture cannot be understated. He introduced a new level of

 and a softer, more naturalistic style that di+ered greatly from

the sti+ and formal portraits that were common before his time. His in�uence extended
beyond the canvas, a+ecting the  and self-perception of the

English elite. Van Dyck was adept at using clothing and  to convey

the status and personality of his subjects, often incorporating symbolic elements that added
layers of meaning to his works.
Despite his Flemish origins, Van Dyck became an integral part of the

 cultural landscape. His portraits are considered some of the most

signi�cant contributions to the Stuart period, o+ering insights into the
 and aspirations of the time. He was knighted by King Charles I,

highlighting his importance to the  and his close relationship with

the king.
Van Dyck's legacy is lasting. He laid the groundwork for future generations of portrait
painters in England, in�uencing the direction of  art for centuries

to come. His works are not only masterpieces of portraiture but also valuable historical
documents that provide a window into the lives of the Stuart  and

their courtiers.

name: class: date: 


	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


