
Trompe-l'œil, French for "deceive the eye," is an art technique that uses realistic imagery

to create the  that the depicted objects exist in three dimensions.

During the 17th century, this method became particularly popular in the Netherlands, a

period known for its signi'cant achievements in the arts. Dutch artists were masters at

creating these i(usions, often painting scenes with such  and

precision that viewers would believe they could reach out and touch the items on the

canvas. One common subject was the  rack, which appeared to hold

real letters and , fooling the observer into thinking they could

pluck them from the frame. Another favorite was the depiction of

 that seemed to veil the painting itself, inviting the viewer to try

and draw them aside. Artists also painted  looking out onto other

scenes, complete with re+ections and transparency e,ects that enhanced the i(usion. The

 depicted ranged from musical instruments, which seemed ready

to play, to food that looked as though it could be tasted. This art form not only showcased

the technical ski( and creativity of Dutch painters but also re+ected the society's interest

in visual , exploration of reality, and the 

between truth and i(usion. Trompe-l'œil works were not just displays of virtuosity; they

were also imbued with symbolic meanings, often commenting on the transient nature of

life and the deception of . The fascination with these paintings

continues today, as they remain a testament to the enduring power of art to

 our perceptions and captivate our imaginations.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


