
In today's globalized world,  agreements play a pivotal role in shaping the

geopolitical landscape. These agreements are not just about the exchange of goods and services;

they are also about establishing  a iances and economic partnerships. For

instance, the European  (EU) uses its co ective bargaining power to secure

favorable trade terms, which in turn strengthens its political cohesion and international in&uence.

On the other hand, the United  has historica y utilized trade agreements

as tools to promote its economic interests and to assert its global .

In Asia, the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Paci,c Partnership (

) is a clear example of how countries can come together to counterbalance

the economic dominance of nearby giants like . Speaking of China, the

country's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) exempli,es how trade and investment projects can be used

to expand geopolitical  across continents.

Trade agreements also have the power to resolve con&icts. For example, the North American Free

Trade Agreement ( ), now replaced by the USMCA, helped in easing

tensions and promoting economic  between the United States, Canada, and

Mexico. Similarly, trade deals can also ignite tensions, as seen in the trade

 between the United States and China, which a3ected global markets.

Moreover, in Africa, trade agreements among countries are fostering regional

 and encouraging economic development, thereby reducing reliance on

external powers. The African Continental Free Trade Area ( ) aims to

create a single market for goods and services, facilitating free movement of business persons and

investments across the .

In conclusion, trade agreements are not just economic tools but are strategic assets in the

 chessboard, in&uencing relationships between countries, shaping economic

policies, and sometimes even redirecting the course of history.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


