
In medieval , heraldry was a unique form of identi�cation. It used

speci�c colors, known as , to represent di�erent families and

individuals. The main tinctures were red, blue, black, green, and purple, each with its own
symbolism. Gold and  were also used, often representing wealth and

sincerity. A knight's shield often featured a combination of these tinctures, creating a
distinctive and personal .

Heraldic designs were not just random; each color and symbol had a meaning. For example,
 symbolized warrior or martyr, while blue indicated loyalty and

truthfulness. Black was often associated with grief or , and green

represented hope and joy. Purple, a rare and expensive dye, was a sign of
 or majesty. The use of gold indicated generosity, and silver

represented peace and sincerity.
These tinctures and symbols were crucial in . They helped to identify

friend from foe. Knights would wear their heraldic colors on their ,

shields, and banners. This made it easier to recognize them in the chaos of battle. Heraldry
also played a role in tournaments, where knights displayed their colors and emblems with
pride.
Apart from battle�elds, heraldry was important in . It was a way of

showing one's family history and status. Wealthy families would have elaborate designs with
multiple tinctures and symbols. Over time, these designs became more intricate and

, often te-ing a story about the family's history or achievements.

In modern times, the study of heraldry, known as , remains popular.

Many people are fascinated by the meanings behind these ancient symbols and colors.
Heraldry provides a colorful glimpse into the  and culture of medieval

England.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


