
Thomas Ta�is was a prominent �gure in English  during the Renaissance. Born

around 1505, he served as a composer and organist in the chapels of four di erent
. Ta�is's work re#ects the complexity and beauty of religious compositions of

that time. He was a master at crafting , where multiple melodies intertwine

harmoniously.
His contributions were not limited to religious music;  also composed for

secular settings, which showcased his versatility. He worked closely with Wi�iam
, another famous composer of the era. Together, they obtained a royal

 from Queen Elizabeth I, which a�owed them to publish and se� music—a rare

privilege.
One of Ta�is's most famous works is  in Alium, a motet for 40 voices. This

piece is admired for its intricate vocal lines and emotional depth. It represents a signi�cant
 in the development of choral music. Besides this, his settings of the

 of Jeremiah are noted for their re#ective and somber tone, capturing the

spirit of the English Renaissance.
Ta�is’s style evolved over his . His earlier works show the in#uence of earlier

English styles, characterized by clear melodic lines and straightforward . As

he matured, his music became more experimental, incorporating the elaborate counterpoint that was
popular on the .

Despite the religious upheavals of his time, Ta�is managed to stay in favor with the
, adapting his compositions to �t the changing demands of Protestant and

Catholic rulers. His ability to navigate these turbulent  is a testament to his

ski� and political savvy.
Ta�is died in 1585, but his  lives on. His music continues to in#uence

composers and remains a staple in the repertoire of choirs around the . His

role in shaping Renaissance music and his ability to blend the sacred with the secular make him a pivotal
�gure in music .
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!3. Copy the text in your exercise book!4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!    Use all gap words!


