
Thomas  was a prominent �gure in the art world, especia�y known for his

role in shaping the  River School. This movement, although not strictly

Victorian in its geographical context, overlapped in time with the Victorian era, emphasizing a deep

appreciation for . Cole's paintings often depicted the

 landscape in a way that highlighted its sublime beauty, untouched by

industrialization. His work was a departure from the traditional European landscapes, focusing

instead on the raw, unspoiled wilderness of the  States.

Cole believed that art should serve a moral and spiritual , re&ecting the

beliefs of many during the Victorian era, even though he was working in America. His paintings te�

stories of the natural world, warning of the dangers of  and the importance

of conservation. Through his , Cole communicated a message that was both

timely and timeless, advocating for the preservation of  at a time when the

United States was rapidly expanding and industrializing.

His in&uence extended beyond just his paintings. Cole was a mentor to many young artists, teaching

them to see the  not just as a subject for their art but as a source of

spiritual . He emphasized the importance of capturing the emotional and

spiritual essence of the natural world, a concept that resonated with the Victorian era's emphasis

on emotion and .

Despite his  roots, Cole's impact was felt across the Atlantic. His ideas on

landscape painting in&uenced the  art scene, introducing a new perspective

on how nature could be represented in art. His legacy is a bridge between the

 world and the canvas, showing that art can be a powerful tool for

, education, and conservation. Cole's work remains a testament to the

beauty of the natural world and the critical role of artists in preserving it.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


