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The _Witchfinder Genteral in Hictory

1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
Use all gap words!

In the T3th century, the Witchfinder General was a significant during the

witch trials in England. This role was not officially sanctioned by the but

was seLf—appoini‘ed by individuals like Matthew Hopkins. Hopkins is the most famous Witchfinder

, claiming fo have caught many witches.

Hopkins traveled across East Anglia, a region in , conducting trials. He

used quesﬁonqbte methods fo identify witches, such as the swimming .In

this test, suspected witches were thrown into water. I they floated, they were considered quilty of

The Witchfinder General's main task was to gcﬂ'her evidence aqainst . This

often involved extracting confessions through torture. Many people were accused based on flimsy

or personal grudges. The trials were often unfair and led to the

of many innocent people.

One of the reasons for the witch trials was the widespread of witchcraft.

People believed witches were causing misfortune and sickness. The Witchfinder General capitalized

on these to justify his actions and earn money. Communities would pay
Hopkins and others for their , leading fo more accusations and executions.
The role of the Witchfinder General highlights the dangers of hysteria

and the lack of due process. The actions of people Like Hopkins caused great

. Eventually, the wifch frials declined as people begqn to question the

validity of the and the methods used to obtain confessions.
Overall, the Witchfinder General played a dark in English history. His
actions remind us of the importance of justice and over fear and

superstition. The legacy of the witch frials is a cautionary tale about the consequences of

beliefs and the abuse of power.

Enqund suﬁering role || reason governmerﬂ' susped‘s services || fear || General

execution || irrational || fears || accusations &gure mass || witchcraft || test || evidence

Reference: https://materials.school/educational-activities/task-collection/history/witchfinder-general-history (created with ChatGPT)
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