
During the 16th and 17th centuries, witchcraft was a serious  in England. The

belief in witches and their powers led to widespread fear. Many people were  of

practicing witchcraft. The government introduced the Witchcraft Act to handle these cases. This

 made it i"egal to use witchcraft or consult with witches. Those found guilty

could face severe .

The Witchcraft Act of 1542 was the &rst such law in England. It was enacted by King Henry VIII. This

 de&ned witchcraft as a crime punishable by death. It aimed to control the

supposed  posed by witches. However, it was repealed just a few years later in

1547.

In 1563, a new  Act was passed under Queen Elizabeth I. This act made it i"egal

to invoke evil  or use charms. The punishment for the &rst o0ense was a year

in prison. However, repeat  could be sentenced to death. This law re1ected the

ongoing fear of witchcraft in .

The most notorious Witchcraft Act was passed in 1604 during the reign of King  I. This

act was stricter than previous laws. It made any form of witchcraft or sorcery a capital

. King James I was persona"y interested in witchcraft and wrote a book on the

. The 1604 act led to an increase in witch trials and executions.

The impact of these  was signi&cant. Hundreds of people, mostly women, were

accused of being witches. They faced  and often harsh sentences. The fear and

suspicion led to many unjust executions. The Witchcraft Acts re1ected the deep

 and fear of the supernatural in England at the time.

In 1736, the &nal Witchcraft Act was passed, which marked a change in . This

act essentia"y ended the legal persecution of witches. It recognized that witchcraft was not real and that

previous laws had been unjust. This  helped to reduce the hysteria and fear

surrounding witchcraft in England.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!3. Copy the text in your exercise book!4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!    Use all gap words!


