
The  trials in England were a series of events that occurred primarily

during the 16th and 17th centuries. These trials were part of a wider European phenomenon,

where people were accused of practicing . The majority of those

accused were , often targeted due to societal biases and

superstitions. In England, the most famous trial took place in  in

1612, involving the Pendle witches. These trials were often fueled by religious and political

 within the country.

Many of the accusations were based on dubious , such as confessions

obtained under torture or the testimony of children. A common belief was that witches made

 with the devil to obtain supernatural powers. These powers were

thought to include casting , causing harm to others, or contro%ing

natural events. Witch hunters, like the infamous Matthew , played a

signi'cant role in identifying and prosecuting suspected witches.

The  governing witchcraft in England changed over time. Initia%y, the

Witchcraft Act of 1563 made it a crime punishable by death. Later, the Witchcraft Act of 1604

intensi'ed the penalties. However, attitudes began to change in the late 17th century, leading

to the Witchcraft Act of 1735, which marked a signi'cant shift. This law penalized the

 of witchcraft, rather than the practice of it, re/ecting a growing

skepticism about the existence of witches.

The witch trials in England left a dark mark on history, i%ustrating the dangers of mass

hysteria and unfounded . Today, these events are studied to

understand the social, cultural, and legal aspects of early modern England and to remember

the importance of critical thinking and justice in society.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


