
The , a co	ection of 32 mystery plays, represent an important part of

 English drama. Originating in the 15th century, these plays were

performed as part of a  in Wake!eld, Yorkshire. They depict various

 stories, ranging from the Creation to the Last Judgment. Each play

was performed on a  that moved through the town, creating a moving

stage for the audience. The  were usua	y local guild members, not

professional thespians. This form of drama was integral in educating a largely

 populace about religious stories and morals.

The plays are written in Middle , showcasing the language and humor of

the time. Unlike the later  drama, these plays combined serious

religious themes with everyday, often comedic, human experiences. The

 play, for example, humorously portrays Noah's wife refusing to board

the ark. The language used is both accessible and rich in local dialect, making it a valuable source

for understanding medieval .

The  for these plays was diverse, including both the educated elite and

common folk. The plays served not only as entertainment but also as a means of

 cohesion, bringing together people from a	 walks of life. The

Towneley Plays also re.ect the transition in English drama from  to

more secular themes, a shift that laid the groundwork for the Renaissance

.

Today, the Towneley Plays are studied for their historical and 

signi!cance. They provide insight into medieval life, beliefs, and the early stages of English

theatrical tradition. This co	ection remains a testament to the enduring power of

 in human society.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


