
Widsith, one of the oldest surviving  in Old English, takes its

audience on a journey through the early  of British literature. The

poem, found in the Exeter , dates back to the 10th century, though

its roots are likely much older. Widsith, the main , is a scop (a poet

or storyte#er) who travels through various  and interacts with

many people of power. His travels extend across Europe, re'ecting a vast network of cultures

and  during that era.

The  of Widsith is unique, combining elements of history,

mythology, and culture. It mentions real historical  like Eormanric

and Hrothgar, blending them seamlessly with *ctional or semi-*ctional characters. This blend

gives Widsith a special place in the study of early British , as it

provides insight into the perceptions and imaginations of people from that time.

Widsith's format is typical of Old English poetry, characterized by a#iteration and a lack of

rhyme. This stylistic choice re'ects the oral tradition of the ,

where stories were passed down verba#y. The poem also serves as a valuable source for

understanding the  and culture of early England.

The  in Widsith are diverse, including loyalty, heroism, and the life

of a wandering poet. These themes resonate with the values and experiences of the Anglo-

Saxon . Widsith, therefore, is not just a piece of literature; it's a

window into the world of its  and their time.

As an educational tool, Widsith o1ers students a unique glimpse into the past. Its complex

structure and rich  provide ample opportunities for analysis and

discussion, making it a valuable asset in the study of early British literature and history.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


