
The Stuart period in England was a  of signi�cant social and political

change. One of the most notable aspects of this era was the prevalence of

 trials. During this time, many people were accused of being witches and

practicing . The belief in witchcraft was widespread, and it was thought

that witches could cause harm through magical . This fear led to

numerous trials and executions.

King James I, who ruled at the start of the Stuart , was particularly

interested in witchcraft. He wrote a book ca%ed "Daemonologie," which discussed the

 of witches and justi�ed their persecution. His views in(uenced the legal

 and led to more rigorous witch hunts. Many people, especia%y women,

were accused of being witches and faced severe .

The courts during this period were not fair by modern standards. Accusations were often based on

superstition and  rather than evidence. Torture was sometimes used to

extract confessions from the accused. The most infamous  during the

Stuart period were the Pendle witch trials of 1612, where twelve people were accused of witchcraft

and ten were executed.

The  in witchcraft began to decline towards the end of the Stuart period.

Enlightenment  started to cha%enge superstitious beliefs, and the legal

system became more skeptical of witchcraft . The last known execution

for witchcraft in England was in 1684, signaling the end of an era of .

The Stuart period's witch trials left a lasting impact on English society. They highlighted the

dangers of  and the importance of a fair legal system. Today, the witch

trials are remembered as a dark chapter in , a time when fear and

ignorance led to the su2ering of many innocent people.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


