
In the 18th century, the Enlightenment was a  that emphasized

reason, science, and individualism. Salons, social gatherings hosted often by in�uential

, played a crucial role in spreading Enlightenment ideas. These salons

were held in private , where inte!ectuals, artists, and philosophers

came together to discuss various topics.

One of the most famous salon hosts was Madame . Her gatherings in

Paris attracted prominent &gures like Voltaire and . They shared

their ideas about literature, philosophy, and the arts, in�uencing the cultural landscape of

. In these salons, conversation was the main activity, and it was

conducted with wit and .

The salon culture helped in the exchange of ideas across . People

from di*erent countries would attend, bringing with them new perspectives. This exchange

was vital for the spread of Enlightenment . Unlike in many formal

institutions of the time, women in salons had a signi&cant . They could

express their opinions and contribute to the inte!ectual .

The topics discussed in these gatherings ranged from literature to politics. They were an

important platform for  of the traditional authority and social norms.

The salon's informal setting a!owed for more open and controversial 

than would be possible in public forums.

Through these discussions, Enlightenment ideals like freedom of speech and

 gained popularity. Salons also played a part in the development of

modern  forms, such as the novel and the essay. The in�uence of

these gatherings can be seen in many aspects of modern .
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


