
In the  era, theatre was a popular form of entertainment. The most

famous playwright, , often included masques in his plays. These were

not just simple masks, but elaborate costumes that transformed actors into mythical creatures,

gods, or even abstract concepts like . Masques added a sense of

mystery and spectacle to the plays.

The actors who performed in these plays were a� , as women were not

a�owed to act on stage. Young boys often played the roles of , wearing

masks to help portray female characters. Masks were also used to symbolize di"erent emotions or

traits, such as  or nobility.

The Globe Theatre, a we�-known  in London, hosted many of these

performances. Audiences from various social classes came to watch, and the use of masks helped

bridge language barriers, as not a� attendees spoke  'uently.

Masques were also part of court . Queen Elizabeth I, a patron of the

arts, enjoyed these . They were often more lavish than public theatre

productions, with intricate designs and expensive .

Interestingly, masks in Elizabethan theatre were not just for disguise. They played a crucial role in

the . For instance, in Shakespeare's play "The Tempest", the character

of  uses a masque to reveal truths and manipulate other characters.

The use of  declined towards the end of the Elizabethan era. However,

their impact on theatre and the way stories were told was . They added

depth to characters and a�owed actors to explore various roles in a more expressive way.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


