
In medieval England, the  was a crucial part of a woman's life. It

consisted of money, goods, or estate that a bride brought to her husband upon marriage. The

size of the dowry often re�ected the  status of the bride's family.

For many women, the dowry was a signi cant factor in securing a .

It was not just about wealth; it also served as a form of  for the

woman.

Families started saving for their daughter's dowry early in her life. The dowry was a symbol of

the family's  to their daughter's future. In cases where a family

couldn't a#ord a large dowry, their daughters might face di#iculties in  nding a

. This situation highlighted the economic disparities in medieval

.

The dowry also had legal implications. Once married, the control of the dowry typica%y passed

to the . However, if the husband died, the dowry was supposed to

provide for the . This system wasn't always fair, as some husbands

mismanaged the dowry, leaving the widow in a precarious .

Interestingly, the concept of dowry in�uenced the literature of the time. It was a common

theme in  and plays, often used to i%ustrate the societal norms

and expectations of women. The dowry system played a role in perpetuating the idea that a

woman’s value in  was tied to her wealth and social standing.

Over time, the importance of dowry in England began to . This

change was partly due to shifting attitudes towards marriage and women’s rights. By the end

of the medieval period, the concept of romantic love began to take precedence over economic

 in marriage. This shift marked a signi cant change in the role of

women and their standing in society.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


