
In the  period, music underwent signi�cant changes. One key

element was the , a foundation for harmony and rhythm.

Musicians used instruments like the harpsichord or  to play the

basso continuo. This practice created a rich,  bass line.

Composers like  and Handel often composed with the basso

continuo in mind.

The basso continuo part was usua y not fu y . Musicians had to

improvise, adding chords and notes. This required a deep understanding of

 and the piece’s structure. The continuo player was like a

 between the melody and the rhythm section, ensuring cohesion.

In an orchestra, the basso continuo was crucial. It supported other

, like violins and $utes. The continuo player listened carefu y and

adjusted their playing to �t the . This adaptability was essential

for the $uid sound of Baroque music.

Soloists also relied on the basso continuo. It provided a stable  for

their performances. In operas, the basso continuo helped to emphasize the

 in the singers' voices. Its presence was a trademark of the

Baroque .

Towards the end of the Baroque period, the role of the basso continuo began to

. New musical styles emerged, favoring more structured

orchestration. However, the legacy of the basso continuo remains. It taught musicians the

importance of  and harmony in ensemble playing.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


