
The  of Otranto, written by Horace Walpole, is often considered the

�rst  novel, marking the beginning of a genre that would become

extremely popular in the late 18th and early 19th centuries. This novel is set in a medieval

, featuring secret passages, , and

unexplained events, which are characteristic elements of the Gothic tradition. The story

begins with the death of Conrad, the son of Manfred, the  of

Otranto, under mysterious circumstances involving a giant helmet. This tragic event leads

Manfred to fear the loss of his  as he has no male heirs left. In a

desperate attempt to secure his lineage, Manfred decides to divorce his wife, Hippolita, and

marry , the �ancée of his dead son. However, Isabe(a escapes

through the  passages of the castle, setting o) a series of

supernatural occurrences and revelations. These events are linked to an ancient

 that forete(s the end of Manfred's rule and the return of the

rightful heirs to Otranto. As the novel progresses, the presence of the

 becomes more pronounced, including the appearance of ghosts and

animated portraits. The atmosphere of the novel is dark and , with a

sense of impending doom that keeps readers engaged. The Castle of Otranto not only

introduced many of the tropes that would de�ne the Gothic genre but also re,ected the

contemporary fascination with the medieval past and the . This work

played a crucial role in the Gothic Revival, in,uencing architecture, literature, and

 throughout Europe. It opened the door for future authors like Ann

Radcli)e, Matthew Gregory Lewis, and Mary She(ey to explore and expand the boundaries of

the Gothic, blending , horror, and the fantastic in ways that continue

to captivate readers today.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


