
The Meiji Restoration, beginning in 1868, marked a signi�cant turning point in
's history. For over two centuries, Japan had isolated itself under the

Tokugawa shogunate, fo%owing a policy of . This policy severely

limited foreign in&uence and trade. However, the arrival of Commodore
 from the United States in 1853 cha%enged this isolation. Perry

demanded that Japan open its ports for trade, which eventua%y led to the
 of Kanagawa in 1854.

The Meiji Restoration began when the 15-year-old Emperor  ascended

to the throne. This era saw the end of the shogunate and the restoration of imperial
. The leaders of the Meiji government were keen to modernize Japan

and avoid the  of other Asian nations that were being colonized. They

embarked on a rapid process of , adopting Western technologies and

institutions. This  included the establishment of a modern

 and navy, industrialization, and the creation of a constitution and

parliamentary system.
Education was another key focus. The government established a public 

system, inspired by models from the United States and Europe. This reform aimed to create an
educated populace  of supporting Japan's modernization e5orts.

Japan's transformation had signi�cant global . It became the �rst

Asian nation to modernize successfu%y and emerged as a major . By

the early 20th century, Japan had defeated China in the First Sino-Japanese War and Russia in the
Russo-Japanese , asserting its military strength. These victories

cha%enged the prevailing notion of Western  and inspired other Asian

and African nations to seek their own paths to . The Meiji Restoration,

therefore, played a crucial role in reshaping the geopolitics of  and

beyond.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


