
Musical theater is a form of  that combines songs, spoken dialogue, acting,

and dance. The  and emotional content of a musical – humor, pathos, love,

anger – are communicated through the , music, movement, and technical

aspects of the  as an integrated whole. Although musical theater overlaps

with other theatrical forms like , it is distinguished by the equal importance

given to the music as compared to the dialogue, movement, and other elements. In the

 century, musical theater in America began to emerge as a distinct genre

with the  of "The Black Crook" in 1866, which many consider the &rst true

. This show combined the elements of drama and classical music, and its

success led to the  of similar productions.

Over time, musical theater has evolved, re(ecting changes in , technology,

and audience preferences. The early 20th century saw the rise of the Broadway

 in New York City, which became a dominant form of entertainment. Shows

like "Show " (1927) and "Oklahoma!" (1943) were groundbreaking, integrating

the musical score with the  in a way that had never been done before. These

shows also addressed serious themes, marking a  from the more light-

hearted fare that had been popular. The mid-20th century was considered the "Golden

" of Broadway, with composers like Richard Rodgers and

 Hammerstein II, and later Stephen Sondheim, reinventing the musical

theater landscape with their complex  and sophisticated narratives.

In recent decades, musical theater has continued to innovate, incorporating rock music, special

, and more diverse stories. Shows like "Hamilton" have broken new ground,

using rap and hip-hop to te: the story of American  father Alexander

Hamilton, appealing to a younger, more diverse audience. Today, musical theater remains a vibrant and

popular form of entertainment, continua:y adapting to the tastes and technologies of the

.

name: class: date: 


	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


