
The  is often ca
ed the cradle of civilization. Here, some of the world's

earliest cultures and  �ourished. Among its many contributions to world

history is the development of one of the  rst  systems. This ancient

script was not just a means of communication; it was a powerful tool that shaped societies.

In these early societies,  and scribes held a special status because they

were among the few who could read and write. They used this ski
 to record

, legal codes, and religious texts, which were critical in administering the

laws and traditions of the land. The  also bene ted from this innovation,

as it a
owed for the creation of detailed records of  and transactions.

One of the most famous ancient Middle Eastern languages is , used by

the Sumerians, Akkadians, and Babylonians. This writing , composed of

wedge-shaped marks on clay tablets, was revolutionary. It enabled the documentation of

, legal codes, and literary works. Another signi cant language,

, was used in ancient Egypt, further exemplifying the region's linguistic

diversity and its impact on .

These languages and their texts have provided modern scholars with invaluable insights into

ancient , beliefs, and daily life. For instance, the Code of Hammurabi, one

of the oldest deciphered  of signi cant length, o.ers a glimpse into the

legal structures that governed Babylonian .

Language in the ancient Middle East was more than a means of communication. It was a cornerstone

of , in�uencing nearly every aspect of life from governance and law to

religion and literature. This rich linguistic  continues to fascinate

historians, linguists, and archeologists today.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


