
In the Middle Ages, the  League played a crucial role in the development

of towns and trade across Europe. This  of merchant guilds and market

towns originated in  but quickly extended its reach to the Baltic Sea

and beyond, including parts of . The League's main goal was to protect

economic interests and ensure the safety of  routes.

One of the key bene&ts of the Hanseatic League was its ability to negotiate

 for its members, which often included exemptions from taxes and

duties in foreign territories. In England, cities like , Lynn, and Boston

became signi&cant Hanseatic trading posts. These  grew wealthy and

prosperous, partly due to the in(ux of goods like wool, cloth, and timber.

The  also introduced innovative trade practices, such as the use of

standardized weights and , which facilitated smoother transactions.

Moreover, it established a system of  in major trading cities to

represent the interests of Hanseatic merchants. These consulates also served as courts to settle

 among merchants, further ensuring the integrity of trade.

Another signi&cant contribution was the improvement of . The

Hanseatic League invested in the construction of lighthouses, harbors, and warehouses, which

enhanced the  of shipping and trade. This development not only

bene&ted the League's members but also the  and regions they traded

with.

Over time, the in(uence of the Hanseatic League waned as  began to

establish their own powerful navies and trade networks. However, its legacy in shaping the economic

 of medieval England and other parts of Europe remains undeniable.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


