
In the early days of New , the approach to education was informal,

primarily focusing on survival ski�s and tribal  passed down through

generations. It was only with the arrival of European settlers that a more formal
 system began to take shape. Missionaries were among the �rst to

establish schools, aiming to teach , writing, and Christian values. By the

1840s, the government started to take an active role in education, recognizing the
 of literacy for both Maori and European children. This period marked the

 of a public education system that was accessible to a�, regardless of

 or social status.

The 1877 Education Act was a signi�cant milestone, making school attendance compulsory for
 aged between 7 and 13. This law ensured that every child had the

opportunity to learn basic  such as reading, writing, and arithmetic. The

curriculum, however, heavily re+ected European  and often disregarded

Maori culture and language, leading to a loss of heritage among  children.

Over time, there has been a growing recognition of this issue, and e-orts have been made to
incorporate  Maori (the Maori language) and Maori cultural studies into the

curriculum.
Education has played a pivotal role in shaping New Zealand's  by promoting

literacy, critical thinking, and an understanding of di-erent cultures. It has also been a tool for
social , providing a common ground for children of diverse backgrounds.

Today, New Zealand's education system is considered one of the best in the 

, with a strong emphasis on inclusivity and respect for a� cultures.
Despite its successes, the education  continues to face cha�enges,

especia�y in closing the achievement gap between Maori and non-Maori .

However, the commitment to improving educational outcomes for a� students remains a key
priority for New Zealand, aiming for a future where every  has the chance

to succeed.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


