
In the early 17th century, European  began to navigate the vast and

unknown waters of the world. Among these were the Dutch, known for their ski ed

 and advanced navigation techniques. The Dutch East India Company,

seeking new trade routes and riches, directed its sailors to venture beyond known territories. In

1606, Wi em  aboard the Duyfken, became the 'rst European to set foot

on Australian soil, landing on the western  of Cape York Peninsula. This

event marked the beginning of European  of Australia, though at the

time, Janszoon believed he had found a part of New Guinea.

Fo owing Janszoon's landing, other Dutch  mapped signi'cant portions of

Australia's coastline. The most notable of these was the journey of Abel 

in 1642 and 1643. Tasman charted the northern coast of Australia and discovered Van Diemen's

Land, now known as , naming it after the Dutch East India Company's

Governor-General. These Dutch explorations contributed greatly to European

 of the southern hemisphere, yet the Dutch did not establish any

settlements, largely due to the harsh and uninviting landscapes they encountered.

The Dutch named the land they explored New , a name that remained

until the British began their colonization in the late 18th century. Despite their signi'cant

discoveries, the Dutch were primarily focused on trade within the , and

thus their interest in Australia remained largely scienti'c and cartographic. The contributions of

Dutch explorers to the  of Australia's coast were invaluable, laying the

groundwork for future  and the eventual British colonization.

This period of Dutch exploration opened the  eyes to the vast unknown

lands of the southern hemisphere, signi'cantly impacting the course of Australian

. Their detailed maps and accounts of the Australian coast were among

the 'rst to depict the continent to the rest of the .
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


