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The_Culforal Tagestry_of American Musicals

1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
Use all gap words!

American musical theater has a rich hisfory, evolving over time fo reflect the changing

in which it exists. From the early 20th century, shows like "Show

Boat" began fo tackle issues, breaking away from the mere
entertainment of previous . This marked the start of a new era where
musicals were not just for , but also a mirror to society's friumphs
and challenges. The 1950s and 1960s saw the rise of like Leonard

Bernstein and S’rephen Sondheim, who further pushed the boundaries of what musical theater

could express. Their works often dealt with compl.ex themes such as

love, and the struggle for justice, resonating with audiences across the

Musicals like "West Side Story" and "Hair" reflected the cultural shifts of their times, addressing

issues of , war, and peace, and challenging societal norms. The 1980s
and 1990s introduced mega-musicals, such as " of the Opera” and "Les
Misérables,” which, while less focused on American , were
monumental in shaping the global perception of American theater.

In recent years, shows like "Hamilton" have once again transformed the Landscape, bLending

with modern music styles like hip-hop, and casﬁng diverse actors in

the roles of founding . This not only brough+ a hew energy to the

genre but also highLighhad the ongoing impor+ance of diversity and represenhﬁon in

Thus, American musical theater continues o evolve, aLways reﬂec’ring and sometimes even

Leading the cultural of its time. It stands as a testament to the

power of the arts in shaping and expressing the collective ofa

socie’ry.

sociefy social | | musicals | | entertainment || race | | conversations | | theater | | Phantom

fathers || musical | | consciousness | | nation | | issues his+ory iden+i+y composers
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