
In the early medieval period, Ireland underwent a signi�cant transformation. The introduction of

 marked the beginning of a new era. Monks and 

played a key role in spreading the new faith across the island. They established

, which became centers of learning and culture. The most famous of these

was the  of Clonmacnoise, situated on the banks of the River Shannon.

These religious sites were not just places of worship but also housed 

where monks diligently copied and i"ustrated manuscripts, preserving 

that would otherwise have been lost. Among the texts they copied was the ,

along with works of science and philosophy from the ancient world. The monastic schools were open

to the  of the nobility, providing them with an education that included not

just religious  but also reading, writing, and the study of Latin.

This period saw the creation of the iconic high , elaborately carved stone

crosses that dotted the Irish landscape. These crosses depicted biblical 

and served as teaching tools for a largely i"iterate population. The  of

Ke"s, a masterpiece of medieval art, was produced during this time. Its intricate designs and vibrant

 are a testament to the ski" of the Irish monks.

The conversion to Christianity also brought about changes in  law and

society. The church introduced new concepts of justice and morality. Despite these changes, the

 was not entirely smooth. There were tensions between the old pagan

beliefs and the new Christian . Yet, over time, Christianity became deeply

rooted in , shaping its culture and identity for centuries to come.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


