
The Black Death, a devastating  that swept through Europe in the 14th

century, was one of the most catastrophic events in history. Originating in Asia, it arrived in

Europe in 1347, carried by  on rats. Towns and vi$ages were decimated as

the plague spread rapidly. The disease, caused by the bacterium Yersinia ,

was highly contagious and often fatal. Symptoms included fever, , and

painful swe$ings ca$ed buboes.

This crisis had a profound impact on European . With so many deaths,

labor became scarce, leading to signi(cant changes in the economy. Peasants, previously bound to

their lords under feudalism, now found increased  in negotiating their

terms of work. This shift contributed to the decline of feudalism and the rise of a more

 socioeconomic structure.

Cultura$y, the Black Death in+uenced art and , re+ecting the pervasive

themes of su,ering and mortality. Many works depicted the grim realities of the plague, creating a

new sense of realism in art. The , which had been the dominant force in

medieval life, faced criticism and declining in+uence as it struggled to provide answers during the

crisis.

In the wake of the Black Death,  knowledge and practices began to evolve.

Although it would take centuries for signi(cant advancements, this period marked the beginning of

a more scienti(c approach to medicine. The pandemic also prompted changes in urban

, with an emphasis on sanitation to prevent future outbreaks.

Despite its horrors, the Black Death played a key role in ending the Middle Ages and paving the way

for the , a period of renewed interest in science, art, and the humanities.

This tragic event not only reshaped European history but also left a lasting legacy on the world.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


