
In  England, poetry was a revered form of art. Poets often used a

speci�c rhythm ca�ed  pentameter. Each line in this rhythm

contains �ve , which are pairs of sy�ables. An iamb is composed of

an unstressed sy�able fo�owed by a  one. This pattern creates a

rhythm that sounds like da-DUM, da-DUM, da-DUM, da-DUM, da-DUM. Many famous poets,

including , used this style in their works.

Iambic pentameter was not just a poetic choice but also mirrored the natural rhythm of

 speech. It made poems easier to  and

recite. In a time before widespread literacy, this was crucial. Poems were often

performed in courts and public spaces, making them accessible to many people, not just

the educated .

The use of iambic pentameter also a�owed poets to play with . They

could emphasize certain words or ideas by placing them on the stressed sy�ables. This

technique added depth and  to their stories. Medieval poems often

told tales of love, , and moral lessons. The rhythm of iambic

pentameter gave these stories a captivating and musical quality.

This form of poetry was a bridge between the oral storyte�ing traditions of the past and

the written  of later periods. It played a signi�cant role in shaping

English poetry and in(uenced countless poets in the  that fo�owed.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


