
In the , English poetry was characterized by a unique style. This

style, known as , was a key feature of the era's literature.

A�iteration involves the repetition of the same  or sound at the

beginning of closely connected words. It was used to add a musical quality to the

, making them more memorable and engaging.

Famous works like  and Sir Gawain and the Green Knight are prime

examples of this technique. In these , a�iteration helped to

emphasize important points and add rhythm to the storyte�ing. The poets of that time didn't

just use a�iteration for aesthetics; it played a crucial role in the structure of their

.

Each line of poetry typica�y consisted of two halves, separated by a brief pause known as a

. The two halves were linked together through the use of a�iterated

sounds. This not only created a pleasing sound but also helped listeners to fo�ow the

 more easily.

Unlike modern English poetry, which often relies on rhyme, medieval poets were more focused

on the repetition of sounds at the beginning of words. This technique made their work stand

out and has in*uenced English  throughout history.

The beauty of a�iteration in medieval poetry lies in its simplicity and power. It shows that

sometimes, the choice of a single  can have a profound impact on the

overa� e+ect of a poem. As students of literature, exploring these ancient

 reveals much about the evolution of language and poetic

.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


