
Anglo-Saxon art, a  style from early medieval Europe, �ourished from the

5th to the 11th century. It's known for its use of  motifs, which are not only

intricate but also symbolic. Artists during this era would often depict ,

birds, and mythical beasts in their works. These animals were not just decorations; they often had

 associated with strength, power, or spirituality.

One of the most famous examples of this style is the  Hoo helmet,

discovered in England. It features prominent  that terminate in boar heads,

a common animal symbol in Anglo-Saxon . The interlacing of animals and

lines in this helmet is typical of the style, showing how  of the time were

ski)ed in merging design with meaning.

Another notable  of the Animal Style is the use of abstract shapes. Artists

would often twist and contort animal  into intricate patterns. These

designs were not just for aesthetic pleasure; they often had deeper, symbolic

. For instance, a bird might be a symbol of the soul, while a snake could

represent transformation or .

This style was not limited to metalwork; it was also seen in manuscripts, stone crosses, and ivory

. The Book of Durrow, an i)uminated manuscript, showcases this style with

animals woven into the initial  of the text. This integration of art into

everyday objects re�ects the importance of visual symbolism in Anglo-Saxon

.

Understanding Anglo-Saxon art, particularly the Animal Style, o.ers a window into the

 and beliefs of early medieval societies. It's a testament to their artistic

creativity and their  to infuse objects with both beauty and meaning.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


