
The , often referred to as The Cattle Raid of Cooley, is an epic

from  mythology. It is a central part of the

 Cycle, which is one of the four great cycles of

 literature. The story is set in the Iron Age and revolves around

the heroic �gure , a legendary warrior of Ulster. The epic

begins with a dispute between  Medb of Connacht and her

husband Aili! over who possesses greater wealth. To settle this, Medb plans to steal the prized

brown bu! of  in Ulster. The  of

Connacht, led by Medb, marches towards Ulster to capture the bu!. However, the warriors of

Ulster are cursed, unable to �ght due to a spe!. As a result, the defense of Ulster fa!s to the

young , who is only seventeen years old.

Cú Chulainn, known for his supernatural  and ski!s, single-

handedly delays the army of Connacht through a series of combats. This part of the story

highlights the  aspects and the warrior culture prevalent in

 society. The artwork associated with Táin Bó Cúailnge often

depicts these heroic battles and characters in intricate detail, re*ecting the rich

 traditions of Celtic art. These i!ustrations are characterized

by their complex geometric patterns and vivid , a ha!mark of

Celtic art. The Táin also re*ects the importance of ,

particularly cattle, in ancient Irish society. Cattle were not just economic assets but were

deeply intertwined with social status and honor. The epic concludes with a tragic but heroic

end, signifying the themes of  and sacri�ce, central to Celtic

mythology. Táin Bó Cúailnge, thus, serves as a window into the ancient Celtic world, combining

mythology, art, and cultural values in a fascinating narrative.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


