
In the  hi�s of Ireland, many centuries ago, a unique symbol emerged

during the early Middle Ages. This symbol, known as the  Cross, is easily

recognizable by its distinct shape. It combines a traditional  with a circle

surrounding the intersection. This design is thought to represent the  of

earthly and spiritual elements. The cross itself, extending in a� four directions, symbolizes the

spread of  throughout the world. The circle, often interpreted as a symbol

of eternity, highlights the  belief in the cyclical nature of life.

The origins of the Celtic Cross can be traced back to the arrival of Saint 

and other Christian missionaries in Ireland. These missionaries used the cross as a tool to

 the Irish people, who were predominantly  at the

time. By incorporating elements of pagan , such as the sun circle, into the

Christian cross, they made Christianity more acceptable to the Irish people.

The Celtic Cross is not only a symbol of faith but also serves as a . Many

of these crosses, carved from  and richly decorated with insular art, stand

in Ireland today. They depict various biblical scenes and  designs, serving

both as religious symbols and as historical .

This cross has transcended its original religious purposes and has become a symbol of

 identity and heritage. It is seen in jewelry, , and

artwork, maintaining its signi&cance in both historical and modern . The

enduring legacy of the Celtic Cross in Ireland re'ects the deep roots of Celtic

 and the transformative power of Christianity in the country.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


