
The Spanish ga�eon was a powerful  in the 16th and 17th centuries. It

played a crucial role in the Spanish . These ships were large and heavily

armed, designed for long . The Spanish Armada was a  eet sent by King

Philip II of Spain in 1588. Its  was to invade England. The ga�eons were

the backbone of this  eet.

The ga�eons had many  on board. They were used to (ght against

enemy ships. The Spanish Armada faced the English  in the English

Channel. The English ships were sma�er and faster than the ga�eons. This gave the

 an advantage in battle. The ga�eons, however, were strong and could

carry a lot of .

The Spanish ga�eons were also used to transport . They brought gold

and silver from the Americas to Spain. This wealth helped Spain become a powerful

. The ga�eons had to be we�-guarded on these trips to protect against

.

In the battle against England, the Spanish Armada faced many cha�enges. The weather was a

major . Strong winds and storms damaged many of the ga�eons. The

English also used (re ships to break the Spanish . This caused confusion

and made it hard for the ga�eons to (ght e,ectively.

Despite their , many Spanish ga�eons were lost. The defeat of the

Spanish Armada marked a turning . It showed that even the mightiest

 eets could be defeated. The  continued to be important for trade and

warfare, but the loss changed Spain’s in uence in .
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


