
During the 15th and 16th centuries, European powers began to explore and colonize the

. One of the leading countries in this exploration was Spain, driven by the

desire for new trade routes and wealth. The Spanish  granted Christopher

Columbus the authority to seek a westward sea passage to Asia. Instead, in 1492, Columbus reached

the , marking the beginning of the Spanish in*uence in the region. This

era introduced signi+cant changes, including the establishment of the 

system, which forced the indigenous people into labor for the bene+t of the colonizers.

The Spanish colonization had profound e,ects on the  populations, leading

to drastic declines due to diseases, warfare, and exploitation. Despite these cha-enges, the

 managed to establish several settlements across the Caribbean. These

 served as strategic points for further explorations and as bases for

resource extraction. One of the notable products of these lands was ,

which became a highly pro+table commodity, fostering the development of plantations.

The introduction of African slaves to work on these  was another

signi+cant consequence of colonization. This not only changed the demographic

 of the Caribbean but also had lasting cultural and social impacts. The

blend of European, , and indigenous cultures gave rise to a unique

Caribbean identity, evident in the region's , music, and traditions. The

Spanish rule also led to the establishment of the Catholic  as a major

religious and social institution in the Caribbean, in*uencing many aspects of daily life and

.

Despite the wealth and expansion achieved, Spanish dominance in the Caribbean faced cha-enges

from other European , leading to con*icts and changes in control over the

centuries. The legacy of Spanish colonization is complex, marked by cultural

 and con*ict, which has shaped the Caribbean's history and identity.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


