
In the early history of South Africa, art played a signi�cant role in expressing cultural identities
and social realities. The  people, among the earliest inhabitants, created

rock art that is considered one of the world's oldest art forms. These paintings and
 found on cave wa!s and rocks depict various aspects of their daily life,

such as hunting scenes and animal imagery. This form of  was not only

artistic but also held spiritual signi�cance, with some artworks believed to connect the physical and
spiritual .

The arrival of European settlers introduced new art forms, but indigenous art continued to thrive.
In the 19th century, the  nation emerged as a dominant force in the region,

known for its intricate beadwork and basketry. These items were not just decorative but served as
 of status and identity within the community.

Another noteworthy contribution to South African art is the  house

painting. This tradition involves decorating the exterior wa!s of homes with bold geometric
patterns, a  that has been passed down through generations and remains a

vibrant part of Ndebele culture today.
During the  era, South African art became a powerful tool for political

expression and resistance. Artists like Gerard Sekoto and  Sisulu used their

work to highlight the injustices of apartheid and the resilience of the South African people.
Today, South African  is celebrated worldwide for its diversity and depth,

drawing from a rich historical tapestry to comment on contemporary . It

serves as a testament to the country's complex past, ongoing struggles, and hopeful future,
making it an essential part of understanding South Africa's .

Art festivals and ga!eries across South Africa continue to showcase the legacy of early South
African art, ensuring that the  and traditions of its people are preserved

and appreciated for generations to come. The  Art Fair, for example, is a

major event that attracts artists and enthusiasts from around the globe, highlighting the global
 of South African art.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


