
In the heart of Africa, South African  stands as a testament to its rich

history. From ancient times, the indigenous people built with materials available in their
, crafting shelters that blended seamlessly into the landscape. The

 people, among the earliest inhabitants, created rock shelters adorned with

vibrant , te�ing stories of their lives and beliefs.

With the arrival of  settlers in the 17th century, the architectural landscape

began to change. The Dutch introduced the Cape Dutch style, characterized by its
 roofs and white-washed wa�s, a stark contrast to the indigenous structures.

These buildings, made from  and local materials, re'ected the settlers’

attempt to recreate their homeland's architecture under the African .

In the 19th century, British in'uence brought Victorian and Edwardian architecture to the
, adding a touch of European elegance to the African continent. The Union

Buildings in , designed by Sir Herbert Baker, stand as a monumental example,

combining  of British imperial architecture with local materials and

craftsmanship.
The  era added a di1erent dimension to South Africa’s architectural heritage.

Townships with basic housing for black South  were established, often with

minimal facilities. In contrast, a1luent areas showcased modern and luxurious homes, highlighting the
's deep socio-economic divides.

Today, South African architecture is a fusion of its complex , blending

traditional African elements with European in'uences. The  Park in Pretoria

commemorates the country’s journey towards , using architecture to narrate

South Africa's past, present, and hopes for the future.
The  of di1erent architectural styles mirrors the nation's ongoing e1orts to

heal from its divided , making South African architecture a unique re'ection

of its multicultural .
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


