
During the scottish wars of , siege warfare played a crucial role in the

con�ict between Scotland and England. Castles, forti�ed with ta�  and

deep moats, were the main targets of these sieges. The Scottish forces, under leaders like Wi�iam

 and Robert the Bruce, often found themselves outnumbered. Yet, they

utilized clever  to overcome these obstacles.

Sieges required extensive preparation, including the gathering of  and

the construction of siege engines like the trebuchet. The , a powerful

catapult, was capable of hurling large stones to breach castle wa�s. Another method was mining,

where  would dig tunnels under the wa�s to co�apse them. However, the

defenders were not without their . They poured boiling oil and water, and

hurled rocks at the attackers from the wa�s.

The  of Stirling Castle in 1304 is a notable example, showcasing Edward

I’s determination to capture this key . Despite their e1orts, the Scottish

managed to hold many castles through gueri�a tactics and surprise attacks, demonstrating their

. The capture of Edinburgh Castle in 1314 by Thomas Randolph, Earl of

Moray, is a  to the ingenuity of the Scottish forces. Using a secret path,

they climbed the castle  under the cover of darkness.

The scottish wars of independence highlighted the importance of siege warfare in medieval

con�icts. It wasn't just about might; inte�igence and  were equa�y

valuable. The sieges taught both sides about the evolving art of war and the signi�cance of castles

in military strategy. These  stand today as historical monuments, te�ing

the tales of bravery, ingenuity, and the �erce desire for .
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


