
During the  era, theatres were not just buildings but vibrant

centers of entertainment. In London, the most famous was the

, where many of Shakespeare's plays were performed.

Theatrical companies were vital to the cultural life of the time. These companies,

often sponsored by members of the , would perform a wide

range of plays from tragedies to comedies. Actors in these companies were usua"y

, as women were not a"owed to perform on stage. Instead,

young boys would play female . The companies were

competitive, striving to present the most engaging and innovative productions to

attract large . Costumes and props were elaborate but

there was minimal , relying on the audience's imagination

to set the scene. Plays were performed during the , making

use of natural light, as arti%cial lighting was not available. The groundlings, who paid

just a penny, would stand in the open , while wealthier

patrons watched from the balconies. Playwrights like  and

Marlowe were celebrities of their time, drawing people from a" walks of life to the

theatre. The success of a play depended greatly on the support of the

, who could elevate a company's status and %nancial

security. This era was a golden age of English , leaving a

legacy that endures to this day.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


