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Shakespeqre’s Inner Monologues

1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
Use all gap words!

In the Elizabethan era, theaters were places where people from all walks of Llife came 1‘oge‘rher. The
was often simple, with minimal props, relying on the actors' skills and

the audience's imagination. One of the most notable features of Elizabethan plays was the use of
,a Jrechnique where a character speaks their +hough1's aloud, revealing

their innermost feelings fo the audience, but not to other characters. This was a powerful tool for

playwrights like . who used it o explore complex themes of Love,
power, and betrayal.

Soliloquies were often delivered at critical , alowing characters to
ponder Life, make decisions, or reveal secrets. For example, in , the

famous “To be, or not to be" soliloquy delves into themes of existence and suicide. The
would be drawn into the character's inner world, creating a sense of

intimacy and understanding.
The itself was a reflection of society, with the groundlings standing in

the open pit and the wealthier patrons seated in the galleries. Despite the social divide, everyone
was captivated by the . The use of soliloquy required a high level of

engagement from the audience, as they had to imagine the scenarios being described and empcﬂ'hize
with the characters dilemmas.
Playwrights of the fime, including and Jonson, also employed

soliloquies, but it was Shakespeare who mastered the form, using it to craft memorable characters
and moments that have resonated through . The power of soliloquy in

Elizabethan theater Lay in its ability fo connect audiences with the psychoLogicaL dep‘rhs of
characters, making the plays enduringly relevant and compelling.
The had to possess great skill to perform soliloquies effectively,

conveying complex emotions and thoughts directly to the audience. This direct
, without the presence of other characters, made soliloquies a unique

and impac‘rfut aspect of Elizabethan drama. It allowed for a deeper of

the human condition, making the theater experience more engaging and 1‘hough’r-provoking.
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