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Secrets of the Ribbed Vault

1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
Use all gap words!

The Gothic style, known for its grandeur and intricacy, has left a lasting impact on architecture,
particularly in . One of its key features is the ribbed vault, an innovative

structure that revolutionized ceiling . Ribbed vaults consist of

intersecting arches, which form a skeletal framework. This framework is then filled with lightweight
materials, making the vault both strong and visually appealing. The first Gothic
appeared in the 12th century, and the style quickly spreqd across

Europe.

The ribbed vault was a significant over the previous barrel vaults, which
were heavy and limited in terms of design flexibility. In architecture, the
ribbed vault allowed for higher ceilings and larger windows, which in turn led to more light-filed and
airy . This was a stark contrast fo the darker, more austere Romanesque
style that preceded it. The introduction of ribbed in England marked a

new era in architectural design, characterized by its pointed arches, flying buttresses, and
elaborate stone carvings.
One of the most notable examples of ribbed vaults in England is found in the

Abbey. Its intricate design and sheer scale are a testament to the skill of

medieval builders. Another significant example is the King's College Chapel in
, famous for its fan vaulting, a variation of the ribbed vault that is unique

to England. This type of vaulting features that spread out in a fan-like

pattern, crea‘ring a s‘running visual effect.
The ribbed vault not only contributed to the of Gothic buiLdings but also

to their structural integrity. It allowed for the distribution of weighi‘ more evenly across the

buiLding, enabting the of taller and more complex structures. The

evolution of the ribbed vault pLayed a crucial role in the deveLopmen‘r of Gothic architecture in
, inﬂuencing buiLding i‘echniques for centuries to come. Its legacy can

still be seen in many historic buiLdings across Engtand, each felling a story of architectural
and cultural signiﬁcance.
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