
In the late 16th century, Scotland was swept by a wave of  hunts that

deeply a�ected the nation. This period coincided with the , a time when

religious upheaval was altering the social and political landscape of Scotland. Many believed that

 were in league with the devil, threatening the new Protestant ethos.

In!uential "gures like King  VI, who later became James I of England,

were obsessed with the threat of witchcraft.

The witch trials began in earnest around 1590, after  VI returned from

Denmark, a country also caught in the throes of witch paranoia. In!uenced by his

 and his personal experiences abroad, James was convinced that witches

had tried to sink his  using magic. This event spurred the infamous North

Berwick witch trials, where over seventy  were accused of using witchcraft

to summon storms.

During this time, common  of identifying witches included looking for the

devil’s mark and subjecting the accused to trials by . Those suspected of

witchcraft were often poor, elderly women, although men were also accused and

. It was widely believed that a witch could be identi"ed if she did not

 when thrown into water.

The Church played a signi"cant role in the persecution of witches. Local clergy often led the witch

, armed with the belief that eradicating witchcraft was a way to cleanse

the community and a�irm their commitment to the new  values. The

fervor of these trials began to wane by the early 18th century, as Enlightenment thinking started

to question the  and morality of such persecutions.

Looking back, it is clear that the witch trials were not just about  of the

supernatural but were deeply intertwined with the power struggles and societal changes of the

. They re!ect how a society can be gripped by fear and how justice can be

twisted by prevailing  and political agendas.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!3. Copy the text in your exercise book!4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!    Use all gap words!


