
In the , women had a distinct role in society. Despite the dominant

 structure, some women emerged as in�uential �gures. Among them

were the , who played a crucial role in the realm of art. These women,

often of noble or royal , used their wealth and status to commission

. This not only displayed their  and wealth

but also provided vital support to .

These patronesses were not mere sponsors; they had a say in the 

and styles of the artworks. Their choices often re�ected their personal

 and the cultural values of the time. Through their support, religious

 were commonly depicted, showing the strong in�uence of the church

in medieval life. However, secular themes began to emerge, revealing a shift in

.

The  of these women on art was signi�cant. They helped to preserve

religious and cultural , in�uencing the course of art history. Their

patronage also provided opportunities for  individuals who might

otherwise have remained unknown. This support helped to cultivate a diverse range of

 and subjects in medieval art.

Interestingly, some patronesses became  of the art they sponsored.

Their portraits and representations in various artworks serve as a testament to their role and

 in medieval society. Through these images, we gain insights into the

fashion, ideals, and lives of women during this period.

In summary, the role of patronesses in medieval English society was multifaceted. They were

not only in�uential in shaping the artistic  but also played a part in

documenting and preserving the  of their time.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


