
Medieval English drama was deeply intertwined with . During the

Middle Ages, the church played a pivotal role in society, and this was re�ected in the theatrical
performances of the time. These dramas, often ca�ed  plays, were

typica�y based on stories from the Bible. They were performed in public spaces, such as the
market square or in front of a .

The actors in these plays were usua�y members of local guilds. Each guild was responsible for
producing and performing a speci#c  from the Bible. For instance,

the bakers' guild might present the Last Supper, while the blacksmiths might portray the
Cruci#xion. This communal involvement made the plays an important part of

 life.

One famous cycle of mystery plays is the  Cycle, which contains a

series of plays covering the biblical story from creation to the Last Judgment. Another
notable cycle is the  Cycle. These cycles were performed annua�y,

often during the  festival, a religious holiday celebrated by the

Catholic Church.
The language of these plays was Middle , which made them

accessible to the common people. This was signi#cant because it a�owed the teachings of the
Bible to be communicated to those who could not read. The plays served not only as
entertainment but also as a form of .

Despite their religious nature, these plays were not devoid of humor. Comic relief was often
provided by characters such as the  or foolish shepherds. This blend

of the sacred and the  made the plays appealing to a wide audience.

The decline of medieval drama came with the Reformation, which viewed these performances
as idolatrous. Nevertheless, the impact of these religious plays on English

 and culture was profound, laying the groundwork for future

theatrical developments.
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    Use all gap words!


